Vulture Control Program
The Federal Fish And Wildlife Permit allows designated Middle
and North Lake personnel to harass and kill the Black and Turkey
Vultures that inhabit both lakes. The Permit is required because
the vultures are considered “migratory” birds.
The vultures destroy property like shingles, screens, caulking, boat
cushions and door and window seals on cars. They are also a
health risk because of the bacteria in their defensive vomit and
droppings.
Ahead of the Permit, below, is the Cover Letter that is given with
the Permit to the designated “sub-permittees” on the two lakes.
The Cover Letter and the Permit are the same year-after-year
except that the dates change.
If you have any questions or comments about the vulture control
program or if you would like to participate in the shooting, please
contact me.

David Brown (permit holder for both Middle and North Lakes)
1805 Burlington Circle
Sun City Center, FL 33573-5219
Phone: 813-634-6048

September 20, 2011
Subject: Middle Lake and North Lake Vulture shooting permit.
At last the Federal Fish And Wildlife Permit has arrived! It is attached.
The permit is a privilege - not a right.
The permit could be taken away from us if we fail to comply with its conditions.
Only the people that have been designated are to actually fire the noise makers, the
shotgun and the laser gun.
The noisemakers and shotgun are to be used only against vultures.
The noisemakers and shotgun are not to be used against anhingas, cormorants or
egrets.
The noisemakers and shotgun are not to be used to entertain grandchildren.
Only steel shot may be used in the shotguns. No Lead!
The vultures will normally fly away at the first noise. The other birds will circle
and return. It is not necessary to fire a number of rounds.
The vultures are not affected by noise if they are flying. Wait between rounds
until they have settled back on the trees.
Tend to use the "screamers" instead of the "bangers" as the noise doesn't carry as
far. Aim them for the birds, not above them, so that the noise is as close to them
as possible and somewhat dampened by the trees.
Be mindful of any boats that may be on the lake, like on the other side of the
island from you.
We're only interested in getting the vultures to move on at dusk so that they will
roost somewhere else for the night and not be around in the morning to loaf and
cause damage. Shoot as close to dusk as possible!
If the vultures congregate on a lawn, check if there's a dead catfish there. If so,
please throw the fish in the lake instead of using the noisemaker.
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Using the noisemakers in the morning accomplishes nothing!
Keep a simple record of your activity: Date, weapons used and any kills. For the
kills, try to determine if it was a black vulture or a turkey vulture, because we're
limited on how many of each we can take.
When using the laser gun, do not aim it at airplanes. The feds don't care for that.
The vultures are a part of the lake's eco-system, just like the alligators. Some
people do not have a problem with that.
Our main reason for harassing the vultures is because of health considerations and
the property damage that they do. Do not use this permit as an excuse to hunt
"game."
Please show respect for the rest of the community by keeping the use of the
noisemakers to a minimum. We will never totally eliminate the vultures. The goal
is to keep the number down to around a dozen, not the several hundred that we had
at one time.
If you have any questions or comments, please call me.

David Brown (permit holder for both North and Middle lakes)
1805 Burlington Circle
Sun City Center, FL 33573-5219
Phone: 634-6048
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